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TO: Michael K Powell; Kathleen Q. Abemathy, J egﬁgémqﬁqpps;&evm J. Martin; Jonathan S.
Adelstein -- Commissioners for the Federal Communications Comrmission

May 20, 2003 FAX: 202.418.0232

FROM: Members of the Peace and Justice Group and other residents at Friends House,
684 Benicia Dr., Santa Rosa, CA 95409

We have recently learned that the FCC Commissioners is scheduled to meet on June 2, 2003, to
discuss possible sweeping changes to the American news media that would allow one person or one
company to own all local TV stations, newspapers, radio stations, and cable providers. This would
mean that in any given area, NBC, ABC, CBS and Fox could have the same corporate parent. We
believe that the resulting concentration of ownership could be deeply destructive to our democracy.

We understand that the Commission carmies on a biennial review and that June 2nd is late in that
process, but the sexiousness of this review and proposed changes are so important to the future of
our democracy, that your upcoming review warrants a very broad examination of the realities of
such a sweeping change. This is especially so considering you have already received at least
18,000 comments, 12 studies and taken testirnony at a number of broadcast ownership hearings, all
of which indicate the inadvisability of further concentration of the media.

It is imperative that these proposed media concentration rules be aired publicly and that the
Commission'’s review be postponed to allow for public reaction. The May 30th date for such
discussion is premature. If the proposed changes are widely known and understood, you'll find
that most Americans do not want one or two big companies controlling access to their “news” and
entertaimment. As citizens of this nation, we own the airwaves and allow media companies to use
thern in exchange for their assurance that they are serving the public interest. 1t is your job to make
sure they do.

Our hope is that you will take immediate action to change your meeting date to allow for public
discussion. Note that this letter is being circulated as widely as possible, and it goes without saying
that we definitely expect an answer from you.
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Comrmissioner Michael Powell Eaddarat

Federal Communications Commission — J
445 12" Strect SW
Washington, D.C. 20554

Wi LalnEEsioy

Dear Commissioner Powell,

I believe the changes that the Federal Communications Commission is planning to make
on June 2 will further restrict the number of voices and perspectives that the American
public hears and views in the media. Major networks and large radio companies will win
at the expense of independent media. There is research to refute the argument that
Internet and cable provide a sufficient, counteracting force to the homogenous, bland and
“spun” news that the big networks now provide.

I am disturbed that you have rejected the request of two FCC commissioners to delay the
votc on media rules. These changes will have significant consequences that will reach far
into the future, so asking for a few more weeks to consider the potential effects of a
further loosening of the rules seems like a small request to make at this time.

The coverage of the recent war in Irag brought home for me just how littlc diversity there
really is in the American media, particularly the mainstream media, which is still where
many Americans turn for their news. The FCC is supposed to act in the interests of the
U.S. public, not that of corporations, which have already benefited tremendously from the
previous loosening of media rules. I know [ am only one of many who would urge you to
reconsider your plans to institute rule changes that will result in an even greater
consolidation of the media.

Sincerely yours,

1zabcth Umlas
235 Renfrew St,
Arlington, MA 02476
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Senators Durbin and Fitzgerald:

,’1,‘\{\
QUR PUBLIC AIR WAVES O[b

I urge youand your colleagues in the Senate to promote a diverse, balanced, and competitive
media. Please stop the FCC rule change on June 2.

T find that the news presented by ABC, NBC and FOX all sounds the same as if it were a repeat
of what they receive from the wire services and do not contain items that I gather from the
internet and BBC, courtesy of NPR and WYCC (TV-20). The same situation exjsts on

Clear Channel radio that is editorialized by the saime source and lacks local items of interest.

Please stop the Federal Communications Commission intent to lift restrictions on media
ownership that could allow our local newspaper, cable provider, radio stations, and TV channels
all to be owned by one company. The result couid be the disappearance of the checks and
balances provided by a competitive media markelplace -- and huge cutbacks in local news and
reporting. Good, balanced information is the basis for our democracy.

We allow media companies to use the airwaves in exchange for their assurance that they're
serving the public interest, and it's the FCC's job to make sure that's so.

Please hold the FCC to its mandate and oppose the rule change.

Sincerely,

Wilbur Ziclke
11439 Foxwoods Drive (o e ZW%
Oak Lawn 1L 60453

-91
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05-21-03

To the FCC commissioner Jonathan Adelstein via Fax 1-866-418-0232

Dear Mr. Adelstein,

| heard your presentation yesterday on C-SPAN. The FCC needs to spend more time
listening to the public before ruling on relaxing regulations on media ownership of TV,
radio, and newspapers. However, it locks like the fix is in and the FCC is in a hell-hot
hurray to pass regulations quickly under the public’s radar ~ and it looks like this is just
what Chairman Powel wants. | am greatly concerned about the concentration of media
contral in to the hands of a few owners. Case in point: the Dixie Chicks. Boy, anyone
who dares exercise their First Amendment right of free speech gets blackliisted by Ciear
Channel, who just happens to be close friends and contributors to Bush and the GOP.
The sanitized reporting of the Iraq "war" is another example of control of the media.
Americans had to go to the BBC, or Canadian Broadcasting or other international news
media to get real war reports. The Bush administration and its pelitical and corporate
attack dogs control America's news to promote their political agenda. This is wrong.
Helen Thomas voices her opinions and gets trashed by the White House. Journalists
who wrote unfavaorable articles about the administration after 9-11 got fired. Press
conferences are carefully scripted and only easy questions asked of Bush. We don't
need “Pravda" or "Tokyo Rose” in the USA butwe're on the road to this if media
ownership controls are relaxed on 06-02-03. Don't let a few people contrel the
information that flows to the public. If the FCC lets this happen, the FCC will be doing a
grave disservice to the American people. Diversity, debate, the free flow of news,
ideas and freedom of speech are what this country is all about.

Sincerely,

Candace Flenniken King

501 Dimrock
Schertz, TX 78154
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May 20, 2003

The Honorah e Michael Powell
Chzirman

Federa, Cogurunications Commission
445 Twelfih Strezt, SW

Washirgton, DC 20554

Dear Chznrmaan Powall:

The Federal Coonreurication Commission’s rules pertaniag ‘o local media-ownership
heve long served a vital farchon, ensutiug that Are-cans rece;ve the benefit of divese
vizwpoints in the mec:a markstpiace. However, recent plans v the FCC o loosen
media-swnersalp rulas, and the patentiz] unifization o7’ v rinslly a'] Hispaniz media uidst
onie banner, would ssverely underniine the impertznt work of the Commission,

Te FCC’s cap o= station avrezghip at 35% i the a2tionar TV anciedce bas asrved as a
bulwark oot orfy m sreserviag divessity of viewpoinis in the ciediz marketplace, but in
rmaidr g certan Lial local programme ng reflects Iceal vaues and prefermnzes. 1fbHe cop is
increased to 45%) we can rest assured tkat major natworks will mee! or zxceec the jew
‘hresiioid {as socie companies have done under e curreni steananis, allowing for the
acquisificn of lccal statisns while el mizaning the un‘que ctoices local programmine can
provide The iull exteni ty whick th;s mere will operate to the deTunent of pRY3ely-
ownec statiors is wic'esr - all the more rezsun for additional stady.

We are “wther alatmned by propesed FCC puidelines that wou.d effective]y rzmova tie
newspaper-broadeast cross-ownerskip (i tacors i 8G-percamt of all media roarkets.
Currectly, cross-ownzarshiz rules srevent a single orzoraticn from becaming toc
powerlul a voice in a givea commanity. Th2re are hosz who argue that the increase in
e numner of media cutl=ts has obviates e aeed for such roles. Trerezlity, o7 coarse,
debunks “his colion - while the rumbser or media outlets has inceeasad, ownzrship has
become w1072 cozemntrated. There are certainly 1o Zewer onindons ataor.g “e pepulace
today than in i 575 when ihe current stardard waus es'ablished, but therz are undoubtedly
fewer Irte avecues for their expression.

In ligat cf these facts, it sears illogizal that the FCC weuld =xacerbate a distrbing trend
winch is trensformir g the marketolece o7 idezs into licle more than a ccrporate
suzesstore. Tac numbers tell the story. According to the Econcmic Policy Lastitite, the
eambzs of owners of com-sercial radjo staticns has declined ov azproximasely 25% since
1996. Even more alarine, sicee 1993, “the nuintes of =atities ownng commercial TV
stalions has drooped by 40%" (Gormery 2002). Furhemmaie, a.though the numbes of
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We further request the *CC to delzy a votz an the rev'ss of the propesed Univision end
FBC merger until tharough adriin: sirative proceedings determiine whether or no:
hispenic mediz is a seperate roaret for the purposes of te FOC's public interest

anclvsis,

Siacercly,

FATRICK LEAPY %;g;m;
J.8. Senavor U.8. Sznaicr
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THE DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD-CAPE GIRARDEAU

Date: May 22, 2003
To: Michael K. Powell, FCC Chair
Fax: 866-418-0232
From: Marilyn Vydra, Director

Diocesan Communications Services
Phone: Phone: 417-866-0841 Catholic Center
Pages: 2 including this one

601 South Jefferson Avenue Springfield, Missouri 65806-3143 417-866-0841 PAX 417-866-1140
www.diocspfdeape.org
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THE DIOCESE OF SPRINGFIELD~CAPE GIRARDEAU

May 22, 2003

Mr. Michael K. Powell, Chairman
Federal Communications Commission
445 12% Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Mr. Powell;

In my dual role as a voter and as Communications Director for the Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau, I have become increasingly concerned about the erosion of local
news and public affairs programming caused by the weakening of broadcast ownership limits.
Now there is yet another proposal that will serve to further weaken the less-than-desirable limits
that are presently in place.

Media outlets (tv, radio and newspapers) are the essential sources of infonmation about
issues facing all citizens in a democracy. If these outlets are owned by only a handful of
companies, the viewpoints expressed will be narrowed, and some issues and points of view will
be lost entirely.

My understanding is that the commission intends to issue its decision on these changes
on Monday, June 2, 2003. There have been little or no news reports on this impending decision.
In my mind, that is an example of control of news that could be continued if the corporate media
owners are given the go-ahead to go beyond the current ownership limits.

If nothing else, please delay making the decision and allow those of us who are voters,
viewers, listeners and readers to learn more about the impact of further deregulation. It is the
free flow of information that strengthens a democracy. Control of information by a few can only
serve to weaken It.

Sincerely yours,
Marnlyn Vydra, Director

Communications Services

cc: U.S. Representative Roy Blunt
U.S. Senator Christopher Bond
U.S. Senator Jim Talent

601 South Jefferson Avenue Springfield, Missouri 65806-3143 417-866-0841 FAX 417-866-1140
www.diocspfdcape.org

11:83
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Eileen Morley //%

3 Highland Place
Gioucester MA 91930

May 23 2003

FAX to: Commissioner Kevin J. Martin
Federal Communications Commission
|.866-418-0232

Dear Commissioner Martin;

[ write 1o ask you to take notice of the wave of oppaosition sweeping the country against media
deregulation. We beg you to delay the decision and open the issue to broader public scrutiny and discussion.  An
open diversely- owned and local media is at the heart of the democratic process. The monalithic centralised media
which will result from deregulation will do immense damage to our institutions and will be the worst kind of “Big
Brother”.

| have already sent the FCC a petition signed by a smali local group of fifteen people here. Another
petition signed by many more will soon be coming to you.

| talked personaily to Congressman Tierney last Sunday who said he was surprised by the seriousness and
intensity of the protest his office is receiving. Senator Kerry and other senators are holding meetings to gather
information about the public’s opinion and decide what should be done to respond to it

We urge you to take note of the growing surge of public demand for more careful examination of the
deregulation issues and require that the FCC postpone the June 2 vote and respond to the public's demand for
more information and more public enquiry and debate.



e L

73 MAY 200 3
%{;ﬁnﬂvm Wi chacl £ MW N ///Z 77

it T redliclevma pon @mww/ﬁf A Nadp
Mﬁ/%, St W@ %W
coverak media i an arn | B pubbe will
fore oca accead o ; Wé—nﬂ/ Dﬂvw%_@dg
QMMWM%,m a wede w‘wy
&{WMPWJM?@MEWM
W FFERENT EWNTITIES, 4w~3ﬂgw net~fo W-caffa
MDQM&MWW%/MI{@ v 7v alaliona .
e Aona Lo T Lty publieily obont T

%@W%M.TWJM > gm%v
ol d i comnrment perod .

P06 294

WW}, CAGsSE87

Td WdIP 18 £@82 £ Fey ETRIBELDL 1 "ON INOHL UDTIONALSUSD ULGMIZATIN & 0N
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Harriet Warnock—Graham

1118 Ogontz Ave EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

Maumee, OR 43537 7

May 26, 2003

7/
Chsirman Michael Powsl] DZ

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554

Chairman Powel]l:

It is my understanding that the Federal Communications Caommissian is
considering possible changes to its media ownership rules. I urge you to fully
disclose your ideas on this extremely important issue and allaw hearings arnd
pubiic comment.

#11owing greater concentration and cross—awnership of media may have a profound
impact on Americans’ access to a wide range of news, information, programming
and political commentary. To have a healthy democratic dialogue and
participation on maijor issues, I believe it is important that we have access to
a diversity of opinions and information, not a handful aof aptions. Altering
media ownership rules could seriously affect vigorous public debate and the
marketplace of jdeas. Rulemaking of this significance should therefore bhe open
to public comment.

I aiso believe that, to stay democratic and free, we need to ensure diversity
of opinian and the free exchange of ideas. It is imperative that there be the
widest possihle comment on any proposed rule so the Commission may fairly and
impartially evaluate whether it will promote or hinder such diversity.

once again, I urge you ta fully disclose your ideas on this extremely impeortant
issue and allow hearinags and public comment.

Sincerely,

Harriet Warnock—Graham
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EX PARTE OR L -
© ATE FIL%QOI Broadway, Ste. 100

San Antonio, Texas 78209
(210) 822- 5795
May 24, 2003
Commissioner Michael Copps 7/}’&\
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW D
Washington, DC 20554

Fax (866) 4)8-0232
RE: Owmership Rules
Dear Commissioner Copps:

1 am very concerned to hear that there may be a rush to have a vote on the

ownership rules regulating the media. I think you are one of the committee members

who are requesting a delay on this vote. I am writing in full support of the delay in order to provide
time for citizens to consider and communicate their opinions on this matter before major decisions
are made.

I do not want a few corporations controlling all the news and information ! get. This
is supposed to be a democracy! Thank you for your support of the delay.

Sincerely,

Billie Smithson
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4901 Broadway, Ste. 100
San Antonio, Texas 78209
(210) 822- 5795

May 24, 2003

Commissioner Jonathan Adelstein
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20354

Fax (866) 418-0232

RE: Ownership Rules
Dear Commissioner Adelstein:

I am very concerned to hear that there may be a rush to have a vote on the

ownership rules regulating the media. 1 think you are one of the committee members

who are requesting a delay on this vote. I am writing in full support of the delay in order to provide
time for citizens to consider and communicate their opinions on this matter before major decisions
are made.

I do not want a few corporations controlling all the news and information I get. This

is supposed to be a democracy! Thank you for your support of the delay.

SMefely, ‘

Billie Smithson
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4901 Broadway, Ste. 100
San Antonio, Texas 78209
(210) 822- 5795

May 24, 2003

Commissioner Kevin Martin

Federal Communications Comurission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Fax (866) 4]18-0232

RE: Ownership Rules
Dear Commissioner Martin:

] am very coucemed to hear that there may be a rush to have a vote on the
ownership rules regulating the media. [ am writing to urge you to comply with the
request of several committee members to delay this vote in order to provide time
for citizens to copsider and communicate their opinions before major decisions are
made about these extremely significant issues.

T do not want 2 few corporations controlling all the news and information I get. This
is supposed to be a democracy! Thank you for your careful consideration of this
matter.

Sincerely, (
m m_;

Billie Smithson
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4901 Broadway, Ste. 100
San Antonio, Texas 78209
(210) 822~ 5795

May 24, 2003

Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Fax (866) 418-0232

RE: Ownership Rules
Dear Commissioner Abemathy:

I am very concerned to hear that there may be a rush to have a vote on the
ownership rules regulating the media. 1 am writing to urge you to comply with the
request of several committee members to delay this vote in order to provide time
for citizens to consider and communicate their opinions before major decisions are
made about these extremely significant issues.

[ do not want a few corporations controlling all the news and information I get. This
is supposed to be a democracy! Thank you for your careful consideration of this
matter.

Sincerely, _

Billie Smithson
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4901 Broadway, Ste. 100
San Antonio, Texas 78209
(210) 822- 5795

May 24, 2003

Chairman Michae] Powell

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

‘Washington, DC 20554

Fax (866) 418-0232

RE: Ownership Rules
Dear Chairman Powell:

I am very concerned to hear that there may be a rush to have a vote on the
ownership rules regulating the media. 1 am writing to urge you to comply with the
request of several commpittee members to delay this vote in order to provide time
for citizens to consider and communicate their opinions before major decisions are
made about these extremely significant issues.

1 do not want a few corporations controlling all the news and information I get. This
is supposed to be a democracy! Thank you for your careful consideration of this
matter.

Sincgrely, . .
0l g . AN g

Billie Smithson
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COMMUNICATIONS SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGIES, INC.

515 MADISON AVENUE SUITE 2306 NEwW YoRrK, NEw YoRK 10022-5403
Email: gtinfo@ email.com  Website : communicationsscienceandtechnologies.8k.com Fax 212-754.2

Via Fax: 202-418-0232
Chairman Michael K, Powaeil May 26, 2002
445 12th Street SW
Washington, DC 20554
RE: Digital Conversion Fund Propogal (Doc. No. 82-277)

Dear Chairman Powell:

As the Commission nears ite decision on its 2002 Bienniai Regulatory Revi
(FCC Docket Na, 02-277). Communications Science and Technologies, Inc. (C elieves that it
would be helpful to focus attention on a unique policy proposal which was outlined in its
comments,

Specifically, CS&T has proposed that the FCC require that all companies taking advantage of
liberalized ownership rules be required to set aside a small percentage (as little as 2%) of the
capital that they devote to the acquisition of expansion facilities to he loaned to the Digital
Conversion Fund. The monlies [oaned to the Fund at commercial rates for a 5 to 7 year term would
be used to help finance the digital conversion of those industry members lacking ready access to
capital required to ¢pgrade their transmission plants.

To this point, little, if any, attention has been devoted to the significant problems faced by small
market, low power, minority owned and public television stations and small market cable systems
and telephone systems that face the immediate need to convert to digital technology, but do not
have the financial resources required for the upgrade. This critical problem can be addressed
through the establishment of the Digitai Conversion Fund supported by the companies in the
industry benefiting the most from the needed reform of the ewnership rules.

Based an the projected volume of station transactions expected to result from the new ownership
rules, a 2%- 5% loan fund requirement would create $750 MM to $2 billion in funding to be made
available to those stations and systems qualifying faor assistance ta complete the conversion of
their facilities. Without such a funding source, the only likely results of the present situation will
be appeals for Congressional funding assistance in the form of grants (already advocated by PBS
stations}, an inordinate delay in completing the conversion of under capitalized facilities, or the
termination of operations by licensees and systems unable to upgrade. None of these alternatives
should be viewed as acceptable.

The Digital Age we are entering truly holds the promise of transforming our present mass
communications technologies, opening literally unlimited channels of information, education,
news and entertainment to ous nation's citizens. We and others believe that the CS&T proposal is
inventive, practical and timely, as it offers a needed private enterprise approach to provide the
capitalization to achieve total digital conversion.

ncerely {
Wllhal‘n L. Whi
Executive Vice Premdent

Cc: FCC Commissioners {by individual letter)
House and Senate Commerce Committees and Staff
FCC Docket No, 02-277
Trade Press


http://email.com

FROM @ B. SMITHSOM PHOMNE MNO. : 218 B283365 Mauw. @7 2883 11:42PM P1

621 Alamo Heights Boulevard

San Antonio, Texas 78209-4506
(210) 828-9030 f\
May 07, 2003

N
Federal Communications Commuission D[\/
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Fax: 1-866-418-0232

RE: Modification of Ownership Rules
Dear Chairman Powell:

I am writing to express my concern regarding the commission’s pending action on the above. As
you know, changes in these rules stand to have a major impact on the face of broadcasting in the
U.S. In my opinion, loosening of the rules will greatly narrow perspectives available on
international and national news (which would be highly undesirable).

Decisions with such serious implications should, of course, been made only after (a) gathenng of an
adequate amount of pertinent information, (b) serious consideration of that information, and (c)
serious deliberation.

It is obvious to me that the commission has not had adequate input from the public who will be
affected by changes to the ownership rules. [ urge you to delay the upcoming deadline on making
changes to the ownership rules until adequate public input has been obtained.

Thark you.

Sincerely,

A

Gary F. Coutfon, Ph.D.

x¢:  Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin
Comrissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson
Senator John Cornyn
Representative Lamar Smith



FROM @ B. SMITHSON PHCOHE NO. @ 2168 8283565 Maw. @7 2003 11:42PM P2
R —— | ——

621 Alamo Heights Boulevard
San Antonio, Texas 78209-4506
(210) 828-9030

May 07, 2003

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Fax: 1-866-418-0232

RE: Modification of Ownership Rules
Dear Commissioner Copps:

I am writing to express my concern regarding the commission’s pending action on the above, As
you know, changes in these rules stand to have a major impact on the face of broadcasting in the
U.S. In my opinion, loosening of the rules will greatly narrow perspectives available on
international and national news (which would be highly undesirable).

Decisions with such serious implications should, of course, been made only after {(a) gathering of an
adequate amount of pertinent information, (b) serious consideration of that information, and (c)
serious deltberation.

It is obvious to me that the commission has not had adequate input from the public who will be
affected by changes to the ownership rules, I urge you to delay the upcoming deadline on making
changes to the ownership rules until adequate public input has been obtained.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Gary F. Coulton, Ph.D.

XC: Chairman Michael K. Powell
Commissioner Kathleen Abernathy
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Sepator Kay Bailey Hutchinson
Senator John Cornyn
Representative Lamar Smith
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621 Alamo Heights Boulevard
San Antonio, Texas 78209-4506
(210) 828-9030

May 07, 2003

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Fax: 1-866-418-0232

RE: Modification of Ownership Rules
Dear Commissioner Adelstein:

I am writing to express my concern regarding the commission’s pending action on the above. As
you know, changes in these rules stand to have a major impact on the face of broadcasting in the
U.S. In my opinion, loosening of the rules will greatly narrow perspectives available on
international and nationa) news (which would be highly undesirable).

Decisions with such serious implications should, of course, been made only after (a) gathering of an
adequate amount of pertinent information, (b) serious consideration of that information, and (¢)
serious deliberation.

It is obvious to me that the cormmission has not had adequate input from the public who will bg
affected by changes to the ownership rules. [urge you to delay the upcoming deadline on making
changes to the ownership rules until adequate public input has been obtained.

Thark you.

Sincerely,

Gary F.¢€oulton, Ph.D.

xc¢:  Chairman Michael K. Powell
Commissioner Kathleen Q. Abernathy
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson
Senator John Cornyn
Representative Lamar Smith
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621 Alamo Heights Boulevard
San Antonio, Texas 78209-4506
(210) 828-9030

May 07, 2003

Federal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Fax: 1-866-418-0232

RE: Modification of Ownership Rules
Dear Commissioner Abernathy:

I am writing to express my concern regarding the commission’s pending action on the above, As
you know, changes in these rujes stand to have a major impact on the face of broadcasting in the
U.S. In my opinion, loosening of the rules will greatly narrow perspectives available on
international and national news (which would be highly undesirable).

Decisions with such serious implications should, of course, been made only after (a) gathering of an
adequate amount of pertinent information, (b) serious consideration of that information, and (c)
serious deliberation.

Tt is obvious to me that the commission has not had adequate tnput from the public who will be
affected by changes to the ownership rules. Y urge you to delay the upcoming deadline on making
changes 10 the ownership rules until adequate public input has been obtained.

Thank you,

Sincerely,

S/~

Gary F. Coulton, Ph.D.

XC! Chairman Michael K. Powell
Commissioner Michael J. Copps
Commissioner Kevin J. Martin
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson
Senator John Comyn
Representative Lamar Smith
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621 Alamo Heights Boulevard
San Antonio, Texas 783209-4506
(210) 828-9030

May 07, 2003

Pederal Communications Commission
445 12th Street SW

Washington, DC 20554

Fax: 1-866-418-0232

RE: Modification of QOwnership Rules
Dear Commissioner Martin:

I am writing to express my concern regarding the commission’s pending action on the above. As
you know, changes in these rules stand to have a major impact on the face of broadcasting in the
U.S. In my opinion, loosening of the rules will greatly narrow perspectives available on
international and national news (which would be highly undesirable).

Decisions with such serious implications should, of course, been made only after (a) gathering of an
adequate amount of pertinent information, (b) serious consideration of that information, and (c)
serious deliberation.

It is obvious to me that the commission has not had adequate input from the public who will be
affected by changes to the ownership rules. 1 urge you to delay the upcoming deadline on making
changes to the ownership rules until adequate public input has been obtained.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Coe ™

Gary F. Codtlton, Ph.D.

x¢:  Chairman Michael K. Powell
Commissioner Kathleen Abemathy
Commissioner Michael Copps
Commissioner Jonathan S. Adelstein
Senator Kay Bailey Hutchinson
Senator John Cornyn
Representative Lamar Smith



